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THE JONATHAN DENNIS MEMORIAL LECTURE

2025 Lecture
Jane M. Gaines: “Imagine!: Silent Era World Film History With Only Women”

The annual lecture held to celebrate the memory of the founder of the New Zealand Film Archive will
this year honor the trailblazing website Women Film Pioneers Project (https://wfpp.columbia.edu/)
on its 10th anniversary. Its founder, Jane Gaines, Professor of Film at Columbia University, and
Professor Emerita of Literature and English at Duke University, will be delivering a talk emphasizing
the role of women in film history. “The inspiration for this talk” — Gaines says — “came when we
discovered the many extant silent-era prints with women credited as writer, director, or producer.
Some decades later, after the DVD release of key titles, scholars realized that the basic stylistic and
technological shifts in the first two decades could be exemplified by films credited to women working
in the early years of the key national industries — the U.S., France, ltaly, and Germany. Even better,
the more research scholars undertake, the more we find other examples, in China, Australia, and
Mexico (...). There are so many extant titles that today we really could illustrate the first two decades
of world cinema with no films credited to men.”

COSTUME DESIGN AND SILENT CINEMA
UCLA David C. Copley Center Lecture

Women are central also to the 2025 lecture on costume design in silent film, the series launched in
2022, conceived by noted costume designer, historian, and UCLA Distinguished Professor Deborah
Nadoolman Landis.

The lecture will be given this year by the curators of the project “Cinema’s First Nasty Women” (which
resulted in a 4-disc DVD/Blu-ray set that was also launched at the Giornate in 2017): Maggie
Hennefeld, Laura Horak, and Elif Rongen-Kaynakgi.

The three historians will reveal the wild world of costumes in 99 feminist silent films and invite us to
join them to discover how costumes were used, abused, and destroyed to create feminist jokes and
fashion new ways of being in the world: “Costumes provide a shorthand to establish comic
characters, then are weaponized to wreak mayhem, upending gender identity and sexuality and
exploring the visual pleasures of playful disguise.”
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